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Climate 
Action 

Action 6.  Climate proofing the Common Agricultural Policy, 
Cohesion Policy, and the Common Fisheries Policy 

Action 7.  Making infrastructure more resilient 

Action 8.  Promote products & services by insurance and 
finance markets  

Priority 3: Key vulnerable sectors 

Action 4.        Knowledge-gap strategy 

Action 5.        Climate-ADAPT 

Priority 2: Better informed decision-making 

Action 1.  Encourage MS to adopt Adaptation Strategies and 
action plans 

Action 2.  LIFE funding, including adaptation priority areas    

Action 3.  Promoting adaptation action by cities along the 
Covenant of Mayors initiative  

Priority 1: Promoting action by Member States 

The EU CC adaptation strategy (2013) 



Climate 
Action 

EU funds 2014-2020 

Climate action can be fully mainstreamed into the 
five European Structural and Investment Funds for 
the period 2014-2020. 

• European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

• European Social Fund (ESF) 

• Cohesion Fund (CF) 

• European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) 

• European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 

The funds contribute to the objective of having at 
least 20% climate related expenditure for the next 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). 

 

 

 



Climate 
Action 

International action 



  

    

EEA member and cooperating countries 

The EEA is a specialised 

agency of the European Union 

 

The EEA aims to support 

sustainable development and to 

help achieve significant and 

measurable improvement in 

Europe’s environment through 

the provision of timely, 

targeted, relevant and reliable 

information to policy makers 

and the public. 



EEA activities  
 



 Climate change, impacts and vulnerability in Europe 
(EEA indicator based report, Nov 2012 ) 

Indicators: 

Changes in the climate system  

• Climate variables 

• Cryosphere (glaciers, snow and ice) 

Climate impacts on environmental systems 

• Marine environment and biodiversity 

• Coastal zones  

• Inland waters (quantity and quality, biodiversity 

• Terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity 

• Soil 

Climate impacts on socio-economic systems and health 

• Agriculture 

• Forestry/forests 

• Energy 

• Transport, fisheries (no indicators) 

• Human health 

Vulnerability indices 

 
Preparation: European Topic Centres, WHO, ECDC, JRC (about 90 

experts), data from research projects and international databases 

 
Next steps: Selected indicators on the EEA web site, updated after 

publication of IPCC WGI/II reports in 2013/2014  



Source: IPCC, fourth assessment report (2007) 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Climate change impacts, vulnerabilities and risks 

Source: IPCC, Special Report Managing the Risks of Extreme 

Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation 

(SREX, 2012) 

  
 

 

 

 

Source: UNEP/Global Programme of Research on Climate 

Change Vulnerability, Impacts and Adaptation(PROVIA), 

Guidance on Assessing Vulnerability, Impacts and 

Adaptation to Climate Change (2013) 

 

 

 

 



Europe’s key past and projected impacts and risks/vulnerabilities 



 Water resources in the context of vulnerability 

(EEA report Nov 2012) 

• Main threats: land use change; over abstraction; climate change 

• Droughts are increasing in frequency 

• Need sufficient water for all use, also ecosystems 

 

 

 

Main drought events in Europe, 2000–2009 source: EEA 



Example: Aggregated vulnerability 

• Economic, technical, and institutional 
capacity to adapt to climate change 
differs across Europe.  

 
• When impacts of climate change 

affect regions with low adaptive 
capacity, the consequences can be 
severe. 

 
• Territorial cohesion may be 

negatively affected by deepening 
existing socio-economic imbalances.  

Source: ESPON Climate 



Adaptation in Europe (EEA report, April 2013) 

 

• 18 of the 33 EEA member countries have national 

adaptation strategies, and some have action plans (AT, 

BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, HU, IE, LT, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, 

SE, UK) 

 

• Some transnational regions (e.g. the Danube, the Baltic, 

the Alps and the Pyrenees) and cities have developed 

adaptation strategies 

 

• Actions taken include : ‘grey’ measures using technological 

and engineering approaches, ‘green’ ecosystem-based 

approaches using nature, and ‘soft’ measures such as 

policies to change governance approaches 

 

• Challenges include the need for coherent, flexible and 

participatory approaches 



New grape variety research, Spain ‘Sand motor’ beach replenishment, 

Ter Heijde, Netherlands 

Restoration of the Danube, 

Kalimok marsh, Bulgaria 

Campaign to prevent insect-borne 

diseases, Emilia-Romagna, Italy 
Cantonal Insurance Monopolies, 

Switzerland 

Peatland restoration, 

Lough Boora, Ireland 

Adaptation is already happening… 



Self-assessment, consultation of countries. Topics: 
• General statements on adaptation  

• The adaptation policy process: 

• Prepare the ground for adaptation 

• Identify risks and explore options 

• Implementation, monitoring and evaluation 

• Level of adaptation and policy instruments in sectors  

• Involvement of stakeholders  

• Open questions on next steps  

Assessment of adaptation policy processes in EEA 
member countries (report due in 2014)  



http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu 

European Climate Adaptation Platform Climate-ADAPT 

• Supports governmental policy 
and decisionmakers 
developing/implementing 
climate change adaptation 
strategies, policies and 
actions  

• Complementary to national 
and sectoral platforms 

• Launched 2012 (DG CLIMA, 
EEA) 

• EEA maintains, with 
Commission, and supported 
by ETC CCA 



EU sectoral policies 



EU sectoral policies, example water 



  

    

Examples of European sectoral adaptation relevant 
platforms 

Disaster risk reduction: 
European Forum on DRR Human health:  

• World Health 

Organisation 

Europe 

• European Centre 

for Disease 

Prevention and 

Control 

Water management: 
Water information 

system for Europe 

(European Commission, 

EEA) 



Adaptation support tool 



Case study search tool 



Information on transnational strategies 



Information on/for countries adaptation strategies 



Information on/for cities 

● Second European cities adapt to climate 
change, Open European Day at Resilient 
Cities 2014 (Bonn, 28 May 2014) 

● DG CLIMA funded project on CC adaptation 
in cities to be launched 18 March 2014  

(follow-up of EU Cities Adapt project finalised in 
2013, results to be presented in Climate-
ADAPT) 

 

 

 

 
Source: http://resilient-
cities.iclei.org/bonn2014/open-
european-day/ 
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Research projects and climate services 



 Workshops on adaptation platforms (EEA/CIRCLE2) 

• Two workshops held: 19 June 2013, EEA, Copenhagen and 7-8 Nov 2013, Vienna  

• Presentations, posters and discussions with 18 countries, European Commission, EEA, 
EFDRR, OPCC, research projects 

• Interest to share knowledge, lessons learnt, challenges and explore good 
practices 

• Next expert meeting 23 June 2014, Copenhagen 

(regular EEA/EIONET annual workshop with all member countries experts in 
environment agencies, 24 June, Copenhagen) 

 

• Separate workshops held with West Balkan countries (April and October 2013, 
Belgrade, Serbia) 

 

Source: http://www.circle-
era.eu/np4/Adaptation_Platforms.html 
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Topics discussed at the adaptation platform workshops (2013) 

• Enhancing user engagement (target groups e.g. linked to national 

adaptation strategy, few focus on private sector; evaluate engagement) 

• Practical Issues (drivers for developing platforms; funding and sustainability; 

knowledge exchange e.g. workshops, helpdesk; quality control and usability; 
promoting updating by users) 

• Case/Learning studies (criteria and quality descriptions; source of 

inspiration; need for interaction; evaluate transferability of knowledge) 

• Linkages between scales (collaboration between scales; drivers and ways to 

collaborate and coordinate) 

• Relationships among platforms (climate services; disaster risk reduction) 

• Next steps: continue engagement with the community, develop an overview of 

experiences and consider good practices (23 June 2014 expert meeting) 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

• The EU Adaptation Strategy aims to further mainstream adaptation at EU level and 
support action in countries, regions and cities, review in 2017 

• EU funding can support research, climate services and implementation projects 

• Several transnational regions are active on adaptation 

• 18 of 33 EEA member countries have national adaptation strategies and some also 
national action plans  

• Various cities have developed adaptation plans 

• Adaptation actions can be technological, ecosystem-based or behaviour changing; 
stakeholder involvement is important  

• Indicators of climate change and impacts are available but further monitoring, 
research and climate change services are needed 

• Monitoring and evaluation of adaptation actions is needed but only few countries 
have experiences 

• Information and knowledge platforms can help to find and share information and 
connect communities across Europe and globally 



Thank you for your attention 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate 
http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu 


